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Cape Town - Four Sector Education and Training Authorities (Setas) on Thursday received official letters informing them of government's intention to place them under administration.

They now have 14 days to reply to Minister of Higher Education and Training Blade Nzimande.  

These Setas include the Public Service Sector Education and Training Authority (Pseta), the Construction Education and Training Authority (Ceta), the Media, Advertising, Publishing, Printing and Packaging Sector Education and Training Authority (Mapppseta), and the Energy Sector Education and Training Authority (Eseta).

"For a long while, there have been negative perceptions of some Sector Education and Training Authorities [Setas] which are central to our skills development and training programmes. This action [notice to place them under administration] follows repeated poor performance in all cases over a period of four years," said Nzimande, speaking in Johannesburg at the Telkom Classic Businss Journalist of the Year Awards.

Nzimande, whose department assumed responsibility for the Seta system last year when it was removed from the department of labour's control, explained that the four Seta's in question had not performed because of poor governance and financial mismanagement as well as general non-compliance with the Public Finance Management Act and the Skills Development Act.

"I am hoping that this sends out a firm message that we are serious about service performance and delivery and that we will not tolerate mediocrity, any form of mismanagement or non-performance," said Nzimande. 

The power to place Setas under administration is conferred by the Skills Development Act which, after consultation with the National Skills Authority (NSA) and the Seta in question, allows the director general concerned to appoint an administrator to run the Seta or to perform the functions of a Seta, if the Seta has failed to do this.

The Seta system has come under increasing fire for its failure to address the country's skills deficit. Nzimande's latest move follows the far-reaching changes to the Seta system that he announced in May.

The proposal is to reduce the total number of Setas from 23 to 21, amalgamating some of them. Nzimande wants to create six new Setas, while making minor changes to the way the remaining 15 work.
