	Police net seven for operating illegal colleges
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NEWS UPDATES – 24 JUNE 2010
Pretoria – Since a campaign began to close down illegal or unregistered colleges, the South African Police Service has to date arrested seven people for running illegal or unregistered colleges throughout the country.

Police have also closed down 14 such colleges.

“We vowed to continue and intensify our operations, and we are. Instead of refraining from their illegal practices, these ‘directors’ ignored our call. 

“Now they are feeling the heat, we will accordingly ensure they receive the harshest punishment because their actions clearly amount to criminality, disguised under the name of education,” said Minister of Police Nathi Mthethwa.

Preliminary investigations have revealed that there are 48 unregistered private FET colleges around Pietermaritzburg and Durban, 10 in Bloemfontein, five in Umtata and eight in Mafikeng.

“Beyond just arresting these scoundrels who rob our children of their future, we are also embarking on a campaign to name and shame them publicly, so that we also warn all potential students not to fall into such misfortunes,” the minister said. 

Police have since confiscated and are in possession of some of ‘certificates’ which are issued to students upon completion of their studies.  Some of these fake certificates even resemble the South African Qualifications Authority, UMALUSI and other certification bodies.  

The ministry has urged students who have ‘qualified’ to verify with the Department of Higher Education whether these colleges are legally registered or legitimate.

The following institutions are illegally registered: Immaculate College of Commerce and Engineering (Johannesburg), Central College of Business and Computer Studies (Pretoria), Victory Training College (Pretoria), Springfield FET College (Pretoria) and Shepperd Academy (Pretoria), Westridge College (Johannesburg), Cedar Academy Technical College (Boksburg), Alcinof Resources Management Private FET College (Pretoria), Academy of Business and Computer Studies (Pretoria),  Korema College (Pretoria), Churchill Resources College (Pretoria), Skill Development Pioneer T/A Professional and Technical College (Venda), Nicoflora Computer’s & PC Engineering (Venda), Thulamela Computer Academy (Venda), Mass Computer Training (Venda), Limpopo Media College (Venda) as well as Kensani Education Training (Venda). - BuaNews
